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Unlted Press Internsilonal

The Federal Government
has been giving lie detector
tests to thousands of its em-
ploves, congressional investi-
gators reported yesterday.

In a staff study, the Ilouse
Government Information Sub-
committee has discovered that
I'ederal agencies own hun-
dreds of polygraphs—the tech-
nical name for le detector
machines—and use them fre-
guently.

There is an honest differ-
ence of opinion among experts
as to their effectiveness.

The study was ordered hy
the Information Subcommitice
at the request of Rep. Cor-
nelius Gallagher (D-N.J.). He
took an interest after a com-
plaint by one of his constit-
uents.

Figures Given

In response to questions on
the progress of the eight-
month investigtalon,
gher gave the UPI these “pre-
liminary” figures: | .

e During the {fiscal year

‘ended June, 1963, the Govern-

ment carried out 23 122 lie de-
teetor tests.

® The dovernment owns
‘525 polygraphs, for which it
paid $444,000.

¢ The -Army, with 216, eas-
ily leads in ownership. Then

comes the Navy with 86, the

‘Air Force, 72, and the FBI, 48.
¢ There are 656' 7 “author-
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ized polygraph operalors” ln
the government.

e Of the 24 agencies that
permit use of lie detectlors,.
only seven'have formal regu-
lations governing their use.

The figures do not reflect
use and ownership of lie de-
teclors by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency (CIA),

1t may be, however, that the
CIA is the most prolific user
of lie detectors. The agency
stated that all of its prospec-
tive employes are “afforded”
lie detector tests.

Given to Enlistecs

The Army in fiscal 1963 ad-
ministered 12,494 polygraph
tests, more than half the total
in the government. Of that!
figure, 3494 were given to Cu-
ban refugees secking to enlist'
in the U.S. Army.

Most . frequently reported
purpose for use of lie detec-
tors involves secunty matters..
Other reasons include crim-
inal investigations and mat-
ters touching on employe
“misconduct” (infractions not
considered = eriminal viola-
tions). Besides the CIA, the
National Security Agency
uses the polygraph for per-
sonnel screening. )

Gallagher thinks it notle-
worthy that the FRI—“which
has the most skilled opera-
tors” does not use the
machine for personnel screen-
ing.

Gallagher indicated he was
deeply disturbed by the find-

ings of the subcommittece
staff, particularly on two
points: the lack of uniform

and carcfully sel down|
“ground rules” throughout the
Government for protection of
the individual heing tested,
and the lack of “rigid qualifi-
cations” for operators. .




